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~ refugees in Morocco.

~ ASYLUM IN PAST AND PRESENT MOROCCO
By Khadija Elmadmad

Morocco 1s a Moslem, an Arab and an African

2 : . 1Can state. These three characteristics have
- shaped its history and influenced its state policies, notably those concerning asylum and
~ reception of immigrants in particular and foreigners i

; reception of guests, as well as in Islamic

" foreigner or a guest had to be i ny co

. n general.
Asylum in Morocco has its origins in Berber and Arab

, Who were treated as almost sacred. A

| st by the community or the tribe or the
~ family where he or she sought asylum.

- seeker and the refugee a comprehensive protection as provid

violation of asylum, Islamic law recommends sanctions.

The concept of asylum in Islam is different from the conce

pt of asylum in current
international law, [3] According to international law, the

state decides whether to grant

Whén the Europeans ruled Morocco, they gradually changed Moroccan laws and
practices relating to asylum to suit their needs. In 1951, the French introduced th

Refugee Law as found in the Geneva Convention and the 1967 Protocol rela
Status of Refugees, ratified by Morocco. [4]

Morocco also became party. However, neither of these conve

Islamic traditions and customs of receiving foreigners have

not completely disappeared
from social behaviour in practice.

Morocco: A Land of Refuge.

. Mor
- in

0Cco has been a land of hospitality and refuge throughout its history. Granting asylum
Morocco was based on humanitarian customs and religious commands. Its geographical
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